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NEW-FOUND MAPS OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 
COVERING THE EASTERN END OF SUSSEX. 
BV LEOPOLD A. VIDLER. 

A few weeks ago Mr. E. Zaehnsdorf, of Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London, offered me, at a price, an unsigned Map of Rye 
Harbour and the tributaries of the rivers flowing thereout, 
bearing the date March 25th, 1594. He later supplied me 
with a photostat of this Map, which I shewed to my friend, 
Dr. F. W. Cock, F.S.A., of Appledore, who was struck by its 
resemblance to the manner of Philip Symonson, although it 
did not appear to be his work. 

Shortly after Mr. Zaehnsdorf told me he had found two 
more Maps of the period, the first one mentioned being quite 
evidently a copy of one of them and the other an independent 
Map of Romney Marsh by John Stoneham, dated 1599. The 
suggested likeness of the first Map to the work of Symonson 
at once put Mr. Zaehnsdorf on the right track, and after 
shewing them to the British Museum and the Royal 
Geographical Society, he arranged for me to meet him at the 
office of the Rochester Bridge Wardens, where the only known 
work of Philip Symonson is to be found. 

Here we were shewn the three remaining Maps of their 
property, that Symonson made while in their employ and 
which have remained there ever since. These we carefully 
collated with Mr. Zaehnsdorf’s Map, and it was soon evident 
that they were all four by the same hand. ‘The black border, 
the colouring, the form of the letters, the trees, the rivers, 
and even the compass, tallied, and we realised that we had 
in front of us the only four known survivals of the work of 
this famous cartographer. With the exception of about half 
an inch on the left margin, the Map is complete and this is 
supplied by the copy previously mentioned. It is mounted 
on coarse canvas of nearly contemporary date. 

Philip Symonson was appointed “ Expenditor ”’ of the 
Wardens of Rochester Bridge in 1592 and held the office until 
his death on September 30th, 1598. He is entitled 

‘ generosus and was Mayor of Rochester for the year 
1597/8, in 1596 he produced a Map of Kent, of which various 
prints are known, but the original is not now extant. 
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From my recent researches into the History of Rye, I am 
able to add somewhat to the above details, which were given 
by the Hon. Henry Hannen in A rch. Cant. xxxl, 271. 

I give the extracts from the Rye Chamberlains’ Accounts 
in full :— 

1593. This day it is agreed that {5 shall be given to 

March 24. Mr. Symonson for his paynes that he hath taken 
here about the making of a plott of the Towne 
and Contrye, whereby our Harbour may be 
amended and at such tyme as the same is 
finished and put in cullers he shall be fully 
considered. Also that a piece of gold of 5/- 
be given to Lucy Phillips, servant to Mr. 
Symonson, for a reward from this Corporation. 

1594. This day Mr. Symonson brought and delivered 

August 24. to Mr. Maior and the Jurats aforesaide a Plott 
of the Townshippe and of the waters, parishes 
and grounds adjoining, whose recompense 
therefore is differred and referred to an Assemblie 
shortly to be taken. It is ordered that 16/- be 
paid to Mr. Bett, which he paid to Mrs. Didsbury, 
which this Townshippe owed to her for the diet 
of Mr. Symonson. 

1594. At this Assemblie it is agreed that £5 be given 

August 26. to Mr. Symonson for making ii plotts for this 
Townshippe, wherefore Mr. Borough hath the 
one and the other remaineth here. 


From these entries we gather that Philip Symonson paid 
a visit to Rye for the express purpose of making a plot of the 
Harbour and the adjacent country and that he stayed with 
Mrs. Didsbury, probably the wife of William Didsbury, Jurat 
of Rye 1580-1593 and Mayor in 1582. ‘That his servant was 
named Lucy Phillips, probably the son of a Rye man of the 
same name!, who died in March 1581/2 and that the final 
payment for the two copies of the plot was made on August 
the 26th, 1594. 

Now this Map that Mr. Zaehndorf possesses and its copy 
are both dated March 25th, 1594, the day after the first 
payment was ordered, and this completes the evidence for 
their attribution to Philip Symonson. That Lucy Phillips 
made the copy is, I think, a quite justifiable assumption. 

(1) The unusual name of “Lucy” for a man seems vouched for by 


the fact that Lucy Phillips was admitted Freeman of Rye Mar. 9, 1577. 
Only men were admitted at that time. 
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The tentative attribution of a different Map in my New 
History of Rve to Symonson must now, of course, be 
abandoned. 

These Maps have many interesting points, one is the placing 
of ‘‘ Genebellyes Myll,’’ near Scotsfloat, a reminder of this 
well-known Italian adventurer, who had a few years before 
fallen out with the Rye Corporation over his proposed 
amendment of the Harbour. Another, the placing of Toot 
Rock, an eminence near Cliffend, still known by that name. 
There are 18 Sussex Churches shewn in the Map, only two 
of which, Brede and Iden, have Towers, the remainder having 
either short or long spires. ‘This shews they were not drawn 
conventionally but as they were in his day. The castles of 
Bodiam and Camber and the Mote and Hode Myll at Iden 
are also shewn. An enlargement of the Town of Rye shews 
the gates, walls, Church, Tower and windmills accurately put 
in, in this respect the copy shews very inferior work. 

John Stoneham’s Map of Romney Marsh, dated 1599, is 
quite an independent production and of great interest. It 
has two more Sussex Churches than Symonson’s, viz., All 
Saints and St. Clements, Hastings, but they are all 
conventionally drawn. In the Marsh, the roads appear for 
the first time, and in East Guldeford follow much the same 
course as to-day. Here is also the Ferry and the inning of 
marshland by Sir Henry Gillford. Brede and Conster Forges 
are shewn as in full swing, and Scotsfloat is drawn in but not 
named. 

This Map is on paper, having the same watermark as was 
used by Christopher Saxton, who issued his well-known series 
of County Maps from 1574/9. 

In this short account I have dealt with these Maps from 
their interest to Sussex readers only, they are also being 
described by Mr. Edward Heawood, F.R.G.S., in the 
publication of the Royal Geographical Society. 

Photostats of all three Maps have been purchased for the 
Sussex Archeological Society and are to be seen at the Museum 
at Barbican House. 





OFFICERS OF THE STAPLE AT CHICHESTER. 
BY L. F. SALZMAN, F.S.A. 
In 1353 the export of wool and hides from England was 
concentrated in ten ‘staple towns,’ either themselves ports 
or with special ports assigned to them. Of these Chichester 








164 Sussex Notes and Queries 


was one. By the ‘ Ordinance of the Staples ’! there was to 
be in each staple town a Mayor of the Staple, who should 
understand Merchant Law, and two constables. Their 
salaries were fixed according to the trading importance of the 
town, the Mayor at Westminster receiving {100, while 
Chichester came, with Newcastle and Exeter, at the bottom 
of the list, the Mayor being paid {10 and the Constables 
5 marks. Accordingly on 12th November, 1353, John Wyn, 
or Wynne, was appointed mayor and John Haukere and 
Boniface Buk constables?. Wynne still held this post in 1360 
(Boniface Buk and Roger Totemound: cs.)$ and on 16th 
December, 1369 (Robert Blundell and Roger Rakton: cs.)‘. 
After this the names that I have found recorded are’ :— 


MAYOR CONSTABLES 

1390 John Hebbe William Neel : William Combe 
1403-5 ,, ” William Hurlebat : John Mumfort 
1406 William Hurlebat John Mountfort : John Gate senior 
1407 " ‘ John Gate senior : Thomas Hendyman 


‘William Hurlebat, late mayor of the Staple, and John 
Gate, constable, having died, Thomas Baron, constable, and 
the community of the merchants of the Staple, on 10 January 
(Tuesday after St. Maur), 1408, having assembled all the 
merchants, native and foreign, frequenting the said Staple for 
the election of the mayor and constables of the Staple, as is 
customary, elected Thomas Pacchyng as mayor and Geoffrey 
Hebbe and Thomas Baron as constables, by unanimous assent 
and consent.’’ (They were re-elected at Michaelmas, 1408). 

1410, 15 May: Thomas Neel, late Mavor, being dead, 
Geoffrey Hebbe was elected mayor; John Smowelyn and 
Thomas Baron, constables, till Michaelmas and then for a year. 

MAYOR CONSTABLES 
1412-3 Richard Salter Thomas Baron : William Hore 
1414 ThomasPacchynge John Muntfort : Henry Grenelyf 
1415 John Mountfort Thomas Baron : William Hore 


1416-9 Thomas Baron William Hore : Thomas Janyn 
1420-3 William Hore Henry Grenlyf : Thomas Spoon 
1427-37 ,, ‘ Thomas Spoon : Thomas Attewode 
1439 i ‘5 Thomas Attewode : Robert Seman 


(1) Statutes of the Realm, i, 332; Salzman, Engl. Trade in the 
Middle Ages, 293. 

(2) Staple R. 22, mm. 23, 25. 

(3) Ibid., m. ro. 

(4) Ibid., m. 4. 

(5) The names are taken from Staple Rolls 24 and 25, aud Chance 
Misc., bdle. 33, file 6. The dates are those of election. 
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MAQOR CONSTABLES 
1441 William Hoare Robert Seman : Thomas Attewode 
1442 ‘0 ia ,, 1 Geoffrey Savage 
1447 = ,, = Robert Drynkwater 


1448, 8 April: W ‘illiam Hore having died, the constables and 
merchants elected John Fust as mayor till Michaelmas and 
then for a year. On his death Robert Seman was elected 
mayor and William Jacobbe and Robert Drynkwater 
constables from 20 Jan. 1451 to Michaelmas and a year 
following. 

MAYOR CONSTABLES 

1452 Robert Seman William Jacobbe : Richard Myldewe 

1453 William Jacobbe Richard Myldewe: William Bernard 

1457-8 Richard Myldewe William Bernard : Robert White 

1459 Simon Whyte iu e ¥ 

1470-2 William Jacobbe John Stanney : Robert More 

1477-9, m m “ és 

1482 ThomasCresweller William 1 Namby : John Exton 
There then comes a gap of thirty years for which I have not 

at present found any names, and during the reign of Henry 

VIII. only three elections seemed to be recorded :— 

MAYOR CONSTABLES 

1516, May. John Cresweller John Molens : John Boys' 

1518, July. John Roys s —— a os 

1527, Oct. Robert Bowyer John Boyes: William Lane‘ 
How late the election of Mayors of the Staple continued to 

be made is a matter on which I have failed to get any 

information ; and I should be grateful to anyone who can 
answer the question. It would also be satisfactory to fill up 
the gaps in this list; but even in its imperfect form it is 
interesting as giving the names of the leading Chicheste1 
merchants over a period of a century and a half, and, so far 
as I know, no previous writer has so much as referred to the 
existence of these officers of the Staple at Chichester. More 
than half of these mayors and several of the constables also - 
served at some time as mayor of the City®, and some of them 
held both offices at the same time ; nz imely, probably, John 

Wyn (1382-3), John Hebbe (1383-5)], hom: is Pacching 

(1408), William Hore (1440-1), Simon White (1454-60), 

William Jacobbe (1479). 

(6) L.& P. Hen. VII1., ii, 1945. 
(7) Ibid., 4291. 

(8) Ibid., iv, 3540 (24). 

(9) See Hay, Chichester, 5609. 
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SUSSEX WOOL PORTS IN THE THIRTEENTH 
CENTURY. 
By RK. A. PELHAM, M.A., PH.D. 
3. SEAFORD. 

In spite of its excellent position at the mouth of the Ouse, 
and its proximity to the richest wool-producing region of the 
county!, Seaford appears to have offered little attraction to 
foreign merchants during the latter part of the thirteenth 
century. With the exception of half-a-dozen merchants from 
St. Omer, and a few others whose names suggest a foreign 
origin, the wool exporters listed in the four surviving accounts 
were drawn almost entirely from the immediate hinterland 
of the port, as the following figures indicate : 

Seaford - - - - 
Lewes (with Malling) - - 
St. Omer - - - 
Kastbourne - - - - 
Winchelsea - - - - 
Chichester - - - - 
Shoreham - - ~ - 
Portslade - - - - 
Pyecombe - - - 
Tarring ~ - - - 
Others - - - - 


~ 
MN 


Ow 
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~ 


Total: 58 


The shipping employed was even more localised, and the 
percentages given below show that Seaford vessels had almost 
a monopoly of the export trade in wool. 


PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL WOOL 


VEAR. AND WOOL FELLS EXPORTED IN 
SEAFORD VESSELS. 
1280-7 - - - - 78% 
1287-8 - - : - 71% 
1289-90 - - : - 100% 
I2QI-2 - - - - 99% 


In these respects Seaford differed markedly from Shoreham, 
and we are reminded of the danger of applying broad 
generalizations concerning the medizval wool trade to small 
areas without qualification. 

Whether the comparative absence of alien merchants and 
vessels was due to the monopoly which local men had acquired, 
or whether this monopoly arose because aliens preferred 
neighbouring ports, one cannot tell. It is significant, 
however, that aliens frequented Winchelsea on the one hand 


(1) See S.A.C. lxxiv, 131, and S.A.C. lxxv, 129. 
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and Shoreham on the other, in spite of the fact that wool of 
better quality and in greater quantity was grown in the 
neighbouthood of Seaford. 
Ouse Valley merchants had secured for themselves a position 


similar to that already noted at Chichester 


This certainly suggests that the 


r, though no doubt 


for different reasons, since the possibility of alien competition 
would tend to be greater in the case of Seaford on account of 
its greater accessibility?. 


SEAFORD : 


DATE 
14 April, 1286 


5 May, 
10 , ’ 
23 (, 
J une 
9 » ? 
20 »» 
2 July, Ee 
4 ” 
Oo » ” 


19 Aug., ,, 


21 


' See 


i (3) 





S.N.Q. iv, 


SHIPMASTER 
Robert Oxeman 
of Seaford 
John le Paccare 
of Seaford 
John Gardin 


Walter Columbe 


Philip Finger 
of Seaford 


Lambert de 
Sliperdenne of 
Seaford 


Robert Mocen 
Philip Finger of 
Seaford 
Lambert de 
Sliperdenne 

[of Seaford } 


Henry le Fort of 
Seaford 
Gilbert le Banek 


Henry le Fort of 
Seaford 


135/2A 


EASTER, 


1286—EASTER, 1287. 


MERCHANT 
Ralph le Palmer 
of Lewes 
Warren Stote 
of Lewes 
Druet Gubyon 
of Seaford 
Walter le Wyte 
of Winchelsea 
Richard 
of Eastbourne 


RobertdelaScalere J 


William of 
Northease 
Robert Tote of 
Lewes 


Ralph of Portslade 


Robert Mocen 
Martin of 
Shamberge 
Warren Stote of 
Lewes 


Dyn of Tarring 
William of 
Northease 
Walter le Wyte 
of Winchelsea 


Druet Gubyon of 


Seaford 
William of 
Northease 


Totals : 


18, respectively. 


GOODS 
fos. 13¢] 
hl Gott 
‘906 wool fells 
650 wool fells 


07 Ww Ns 
307 wool fells 


f 3s. 26cl. 
‘L100 wool fells 
Jf 3s. 7cl. 


‘L100 wool fells 
2s. 3cl. 
‘L100 wool fells 
Jf 9s. 6cl. 
‘124 wool fells 


3s. 3cl. 


f1s. 33cl. 
‘L109 wool fells 
10s. ocl. 
f 2s. 5el. 
31 — fells 
f 17S ocl 
‘L100 woot fells 


Sf 4s. 3cl. 

‘| 300 wool fells 

f 14s. gel 

\.150 wool fells 
15s 5cl. 

ee wool fells 
6s. 13¢cl. 


16s. 3cl. 


113s. 25cl. 
3127 woolfells 





2) For details of wealth of some Seaford merchants and shipmasters 
161, and S.N.Q. v, 
Customs Accts. 
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DATE 
April, 1287 


10 


Sussex Notes and Queries 
SEAFORD: EASTER, 1287—EASTER, 1288.4 


SHIPMASTER 
Godfrey of Seaford 


2m - John le Paccare 
fof Seaford | 
14 » Robert Faytis 
9 May, ,, Geoffrey Lond 
17 June, Richard of Fécamp 
20 » John le Paccare 
of Seaford 
a Henry le Fort 
of Seaford 
1 July Richard le Stronge 
oe Robert Oxeman 
fof Seaford] 
Se « William le Palmer 
i Robert Maleit 
10 John le Paccare 
fof Seaford] 
15 Aug Henry le Fort of 
Seaford 
6 Geoffrey Petevin 
of Seaford] 
21 Aug , John le Paccare 
[of Seaford } 
20 Dec., Robert le Paccare 


[of Seaford } 


3 Feb., 1288 John Dey of 
Caiais 
SEAFORD: EASTER, 


DATE 
18 April, 1289 


6M 


(4) 
(5) 


SHIPMASTER 
Geoffrey Petevin 
of Seaford 
Robert le Paccare 
of Seaford 


ay, 


Customs Accts. 135/3A. 
Customs Accts. 135/4A. 


MERCHANT 
Rober de la 
Scalere 
John Bosse ot 
Seaford 
Ralph Prinne 
{of Seaford 
John Gyles of 
Seaford 


Ralph of Eastbourne 


William of 
Northease 


Ralph Petit of Lewes 


John Gyles 
{of Seaford 


Robert Amocons 


Adam of 
Hagkmere 
William of 
Northease 
James Philipe of 
St. Omer 


William Bukele of 


Lewes 

John Gyles ot 
Seaford 
Thomas Godard 
Robert de la 
Scalere 

William of 
Northease 
Warren Stote of 
Lewes 


GOODS 


fos. 27¢l. 
403 wool fells 
305 wool fells 


wool fells 


“ 


35 
300 wool fells 


200 
509 


wool fells 
wool fells 


wool fells 
wool fells 


131 
300 


a8. 2¢1. 

268 wool fells 

38. 26cl. 

50 wool fells 

1gs. 7cl. 

550 wool fells 
1os. 7cl. 

ton wool fells 

J 12s. 9cl. 

‘150 wool fells 


fe 3cl. 


125 wool fells 
Tos. 13¢l. 

J 6s. rocl. 

654 wool fells 


{ 17s. 13¢l. 


121 wool fells 
gs. 13¢l. 


Se Dn. 


Henry le Wythe of f ros. gel. 


Winchelsea 
Adam Scotenie 


Robert le Paccare 
[of Seaford } 


103 wool fells 

f 8s. 7cl. 

52 wool fells 
214 wool fells 

{ 1500 wool fells 


f 116s. 16cl. 


os. 26cl. 


* (6592 wool fells 


Danyn of 
St. Omer 

Totals : 
1289—EASTER, 


MERCHANT 
John Gyles 
of Seaford 
Ralph of Lewes 





1290.5 


GOODS 


505 wool fells 


405 wool fells 





DATE 


7 June, 1289 


3 Julv, 


4 Aug., 


Sept., 
1 Nov., 


2 Feb., 1290 


SEAFORD: 


DATE 
15 May, 1291 


(6) 
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SHIPMASTER 


Robert le Paccare 
of Seaford 
Geoffrey Petevin 
of Seaford 
Richard le Jefne 
of Seaford 


Henry le Fort 
of Seaford 


Lambert de 
Sliperdenne 

fof Seaford] 
William Sproth of 
Seaford 

Philip Finger of 
Seaford 

Geoffrey Petevin 
of Seaford 

John le Paccare 
of Seaford 

Philip Finger of 
Seaford 

William 'Sproth of 
Seaford 

Henry le Fort of 
Seaford 

John le Paccare of 
Seaford 


John le Paccare of 
Seaford 

Richard le Jefne of 
Seaford 

Henry le Stronge 
of Seaford 


SHIPMASTER 
Richard le Jefne 
[of Seaford} 


Customs¥Accts. 135/4B. 


EASTER, 
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GOODS 
361 wool fells 


MERCHANT 
WilliamdeSouthease 
of Lewes 
William Pruman 
of Lewes 


309 wool fells 


John Gyles f ts. 5cl. 
of Seaford 307 wool fells 
Copin of St. Omer 6s. gel. 


William, servant of f 2s. 3cl. 
Druet Gobyon 207 wool fells 
fof Seaford } 


Warren of Lewes ff 4s. r2cl. 
120 wool fells 
William de f 13s. ocl. 


Southease of Lewes | 300 wool fells 
William le Kyng f 9s. 33¢l. 
of Seaford 100 woo! fells 


John of St. Omer 5s. 5cl. 
Robert Mose of 6s. 5c] 
Lewes 
Richard of 6s. 37¢cl. 
Eastbourne 

12s. gel. 


6 wool fells 
f 9s. 27¢l. 


of Seaford 
Ralph Petit of 


Walter le Wythe { 


Lewes 202 wool fells 
William Giles of f 4s. ocl. 
Seaford ‘\ 52 wool fells 


Gervase Gobion of f 2s. 31Ccl. 
Seaford 130 wool fells 
Simon Pollecone of Le 26cl. 
St. Omer ‘| 1623 wool fells 
John Gyles of 650 wool fells 


Seaford 

William of 603 wool fells 
Northease 

yervase Gobion of 6s. 26cl 
Seaford 

John Bosse of fis. 13cl. 
Seaford ‘| 603 wool fells 


DanielofSt.Omer 615 wool fells 


f 96s. 42cl. 











Totals: 4 7098 wool fells 
1291—EASTER, 1292.6 
MERCHANT GOODS 
Martin de la Clyve 150 wool fells 
of Malling 
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DATE 
8 June, 
9 
15 
21 
ae 
7 July, 
7 
14» 
ae 4 
ww « 
8 Aug., 
14 » 
25 a? 
27 » 
29 ” 
8 Sept., 


1291 


” 


” 


” 


SHIPMASTER 
Lambert de 
Sliperdenne 
fof Seaford 


John Skyllyg of 
Seaford 


Richard le Jefne 


[of Seaford] 
Henry le Fort 
[of Seaford} 
John le Paccare 
of Seaford 


Richard le Jefne 
of Seaford 

John Skyllyg 
fof Seaford 


Lambert de 
Sliperdenne 
of Seaford 


Henry le Strong 
{of Seaford } 
Walter Busse 


Henry le Strong 
fof Seaford] 
Geoffrey Bonde 
of Seaford 
Richard le Jefne 
of Seaford 


John le Paccare 
of Seaford 


John of 
Blatchington 


Godfrey Boyde of 


Seaford 
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MERCHANT GOODS 
Hernen de la J 9s. 5cl. 
Berche 307 wool fells 
of Seaford 
Robert de la f2s. r4cl. 
Palacie 17 wool fells 
John Bosse of f 5s. 7cl. 
Seaford 159 wool fells 
John Gyles of 58. 3cl. 
Seaford 
Thomas Mange is. tcl. 


Richard Hykelyng f 4s. 2cl. 
of Seaford ‘55 wool fells 


Simon Pollecone 6s. 29¢1 
{of St. Omer] 
Nicholas Petyt of 4s. 28cl 
Lewes 
William of Jf 13s. 3¢l. 
Northease 150 wool fells 
Druet Gobion 3s. 5cl. 
of Seaford 
James Philipe of gs. §cl 
St. Omer 
John de Torrynge 38. 3cl. 
of Seaford 
Hervy de la Tos. 2cl. 
Borberge 
Walter le Wythe 6s. 3cl. 
of Seaford 
Walter Dranek of 2s. 1ocl. 
Seaford 
John Gyles of ras. 3¢l. 
Seaford 
William Dyn of Jf os. 32cl. 
Seaford 20 wool fells 
Daniel of St. Omer od 3cl. 

(18 wool fells 
Nicholas Coleman 4s. 13¢l. 
of Eastbourne 
HernendelaBerche 4s. 3cl. 
of Seaford 
Walter le Wythe 8s. 3cl. 
of Seaford 
John de la Felde gs. 5cl. 
of Seaford 
WilliamofNorthease 14s. 5cl. 
Ralph of Lewes 2s. 7cl. 
Druet Gobion of ff 2s. 7cl. 
Seaford ‘16 wool fells 
John Gyles of 4s. 2cl. 
Seaford 


John Bosse of Seaford 3s. 5cl. 
John de Torrynge 3s. 3cl. 
{of Seaford] 
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DATE SHIPMASTER MERCHANT GOODS 
13 Jan., 1292 Geoffrey Bonde Nicholas Coleman 511 wool fells 
of Seaford of Eastbourne} 
Thomas Chenet 304 wool fells 
of Chichester 
i * Robert Oxeman Ralph Prinne 207 wool fells 
of Seaford of Seaford 
Druet Gobion of 609 wool fells 
Seaford 
- John le Paccare John Gyles of 515 wool fells 
of Seaford Seaford 
Richard Hykelyng 357 wool fells 
of Eastbourne 
Ralph le Palmer 152 wool fells 
of Lewes 
Richard Alysandre fos. 32cl. 
of Seaford ‘54 wool fells 
Roger Tympan os. 23cl. 
of Lewes 306 wool fells 
13 March, ,, William Sprot Henry le Whyte 130 7cl. 
of Seaford of Seaford 103 wool fells 
Adam of Pyecombe 7s. 31cl. 
Martin de Ely 38. 2cl. 


of Shoreham 103 wool fells 


f17os. 46cl. 
‘\ 4113 wool fells 


Totals : 





MEECHING FERRY AND STOCKFERRY. 
BY LAURENCE F. FIELD. 


[The following notes compiled by Mr. Field form an interesting 


continuation of those contributed by Mr. Godfrey and Mr. MacLeod 
on the plan of Lewes Levels in 1620 and the Brooklands of the Lower 
Ouse. These will be found on pp. 142-4 in our last issue] 


Meeching Ferry is mentioned as early as the 13th century. 


The Custumals of Bishopstone (dating probably between 1253 
and 1262)! show that 





‘Richard Beselin atte Bote holds 4 acres and renders 4s. 


at the four terms. He shall ferry the Bishop and his 
carriages and all the men in his service and all avers 
coming from Busshopestone Manor. He shall have 25 
ewes and I ram with the lord’s ewes all the year round 
except on the lord’s gratten in winter, and one cow or 
other aver with the lord’s oxen. He and one other shall 
have food as long as the Bishop is in the township. He 
shall have 1 hule of 7 sheaves of wheat in harvest. And 
during the ferrying of the Bishop from Trachehole to 
Mechyngewelle.”’ 


Sussex Record Soctety, xxxi. 
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It is probable that ‘ Trachehole ’ is identical with the site 
known to-day as ‘ Foxhole ’—on the direct track over the hill 
of Bishopstone. If so, then the course of the ferry roughly 
followed what is now ‘ Drove Road,’ for it was necessary not 
only to cross the river, but also the inundated land stretching 
from that point to the well at Meeching. A law suit in 
connection with this ferry is recorded? in 1326 :— 

‘“ John, Bishop of Cycestr’, (by William de Hurst) v. Robert 
le Spicer of Lewes and Sara his wife ; a messuage, 44 acres 
of land and a ferry over the water of Beselenesbote by 
Sefford in Bisshopestone ; to the Bishop for £20.”’ 


At the visitation of the Bishop in June, 1409, the first of 

several articles proposed by the Dean and Chapter was? :— 

“ First that your said Church has for a long time borne 

heavy and intolerable expenses, as well in your Court, 

as in other Courts, for the ferry of Sefford. Be pleased to 

supply a suitable remedy in the premises, so that they 
may not be.amerced in your Court in future times.” 


There is little doubt that at one time the term ‘ Seaford ’ was 
applied to the whole sea frontage from that town to Castle 
Hill, Newhaven, for the ferry clearly ran to Meeching and was 
some considerable distance from the site of modern Seaford. 
Further evidence of the swampy nature of the district 
is afforded by such names as ‘Scheldemersche’ and 
‘ Littlemersch ’4, as well as the many brooks lying within the 
manor. William ‘ de la Wike’ and Juliana ‘ atte Wike ’ held 
land at BishopstoneSs on condition that they should carry the 
lord’s wood to the boat (evidently Beselin’s boat), Lewes or 
Seaford. Bishopstone Manor was frequently used as a 
residence by the Bishops of Chichester (formerly of Selsey), 
the chapel there being used for Ordinations. 

Rowe mentions® one Simon Hudson who held land at 
Denton lying beside Meeching Ferry :— 

“Simon Hudson tenet j mesuag’; j gardin’, et j acr’ et 
Di’ per estimac’ in Denton iacen prope Meechinge ferry 
per redd—jd.” 

The name Rico Ferre? (possibly a ferryman) occurs at South 

Heighton in 1332. 

(2) Feet of Fines (File 52, No. 18). 

(3) Bishop Rede’s Register. 

(4) Sussex Record Society, xxxi. 

(5) Ibid. 

(6) The Book of John Rowe. 

(7) Subsidy Rolls, 
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When at last a bridge was built over the river (in 1784), it 
was stipulated’ that no tolls should be exacted from the 
inhabitants of Denton who 

“have been accustomed to pass and repass over the River 

Ouse by it the said ferry, without toll, in consideration 
of their having repaired the Long Drove.”’ 


At a Court Baron? held in 1722, on the death of John Young, 
his brother Samuei and brother-in-law James Chambers were 
admitted to his various properties, etc. 

‘and also the fferrey called Newhaven fferrey, and one 
other fferrey called Stock-fferrey lying and being in 
Peddinghoe, lately purchased of William Lane (Lord of 
the Manor of Southover, Gent).”’ 


Samuel, only son of the foregoing Samuel, was admitted to 
the estates in 1739, which were surrendered in turn to John 
Duplock and one Humphrey", but there is no subsequent 
mention in manorial records of the ferry. 
‘Stockferry ’ was established for crossing the river from 
Southease—apparently in the vicinity of Dean’s Farm—to 
Tarring Neville and South Heighton (Mr. MacLeod mentions"! 
an obsolete place-name ‘ Stocke ’ which would seem to be the 
actual spot), and the Customary Services of tenants to be done 
to the lord at Hayton (South Heighton) provided that! 
“If the reapers come over Stockferry at the time limited, 
and the farmer be not there ready to diswarn them it is 
stead of a day’s work; but if the farmer come or send 
to Stockferry and diswarn them before they come ovet 
the river, they are to return to their own business.”’ 
Further 

“Every reaper is to be at Stockferry in the morning by 
sunrise ready to do their work and to return to the said 
ferry by sun-set at evening.” 

It is as well to point out that the original grant of Southease 
and Telscombe by King Edgar in 966 to the Abbey of Hyde 
(Winchester) was followed by another charter including 
Heighton'’, and the manorial customs and services were 
therefore somewhat intermixed. ‘The Meeching Court Rolls 
contain the names of two Piddinghoe ferrymen—J ohn Stevens 

(8) Printed Copy of Bill (in Brighton Library). 

(9) Meeching Court Rolls. 

(10) Ibid. 

(11) S.N.Q. v, 143. 

(12) Book of John Rowe. 

(13) Véc. Cty. Hist. of Hants, ii, 121. 








174 Sussex Notes and Queries 


(in 1769) and Thomas Teeling (in 1772)—employed at 
Stockferry. Rowe!* gives a few references to the upkeep of 
the ferry and its approach :— : 
‘“ Apr. 1588.—The footeway betwene the stonewall of 
Deanes and the land called the Lede is to 
be repayred by the Burrowe.”’ 


“Toor & -The high way leadinge to Stockferry is to 
Apr. 15, be mended and repaired by the Burrowe 
1616. of Southeese.”’ 


On the latter date, at the View of Frankpledge, a day was 
given to the parishioners of Southease to repair the King’s 
Highway leading to Stockferry. 

Mr. W. C. Renshaw!5 quotes an instance of an unfortunate 
tragedy in connection with this ferry in 1577: 

‘In the Roll of the Sherriff’s Court holden hee the Manor of 
Ludlay it is recorded that an inquisition was taken at 
Stockferry, Co. Sussex, on the 11th January, 19 Eliz. 
before Thomas Culpepper, Coroner of the Duchy of 
Lancaster in the Rape of Pevensey, on view of the bodies 
of John Hersall, yeoman, and Oliver Symons lying dead, 
on the oaths of Thomas Wyllard and other jurors, when 
they found that on the 18th of December Symons came 
with 58 sheep and went in the ferry boat, which sprang 
a leak, and they were drowned.” 

Stockferry is clearly shown in maps of the 18th'* and 19th" 
centuries. As regards Meeching Ferry, it ceased to function 
in 1784 when the first Newhaven Bridge was built, the opening 
phraseology of the Act of Parliament obtained reading :— 

‘““ Whereas the ferry over the River Ouse at or near 
Newhaven, is very inconvenient for passengeis ; and it 
would be a great accomodation to the public if a proper 
bridge for the passage of carriages was built over the said 
river, at or near the said ferry. 

And whereas Henry Bates, Esq., is owner of the said ferry, 
and is willing that such bridge should be built, etc., etc.”’ 

Actually, the willingness of Henry Bates was only procured 
by the payment of compensation at a relatively high figure. 
It was decreed that 

“A ferry shall be provided in case the bridge becomes 
impassable.”’ 


(14) Book of John Rowe. 

(15) S.A.C. Iviii. 

(16) Richayd Budgen’s Map, 1724 
(17) Eman, Bowen’s Map. 
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SUSSEX LANDS 
HELD BY ENGLISH RELIGIOUS HOUSES 
SITUATED OUTSIDE THE COUNTY. 
(continued from Vol. iv, p. 236). 
v. 

LAND HELD BY REIGATE PRIORY IN SOUTHWICK. 

Reigate Priory was a small house of Austin Canons founded 
by William de Warenne, sixth Earl of Surrey, shortly before 
his death in 1239. He endowed it with the manors of 
Southwick, and Eastbrook within the adjoining hamlet of 
Fishersgate in one of the Half-Hundreds of that name. 


The statement has been made in V.C.H., Surrey ii, 105, 
Manning & Bray, Surrey i, 294, and in S.A.C. lxiii, 94, that 
the joint founder was ‘ Isabel his wife. There is a mistake 
here for though William, 6th Earl, had two wives they were 
both called Maud and both predeceased him (S.R.S. xl, 18). 
The possibility of Isabel, his mother, being the joint founder 
is also wiped out as she died in I1gg (ibid). Upon 
investigation it appears that the mistake has arisen through 
a printer’s error in misplacing a bracket in the type of 
Manning & Bray which has been repeatedly copied. 

Under the head of Reigate Priory the statement runs ‘ the 
founder was William {son of Hamelin') and Isabel his wife.’ 
It should be ‘ the founder was William [son of Hamelin and 
Isabel his wife}. Allis then correct and in order. Indirectly 
the error is corrected on p.295. 


Dugdale, vi, 517, however, mentions Isabel as joint founder, 
but states that there are contradictory accounts as to the 
founder. 

We find the Prior of Reigate as a taxpayer in 1296, 1327 
and 1332 in the Half-Hundred of Fishersgate and the 
sub-division of the Villata of Suthwyk (S.R.S. x). In each 
case the amount of the tax shows that the property ranks 
high in value as compared with that of other owners in the 
place. There is also a Fine in existence dated 1258 referring 
to an extent of 189 acres of land in Southwick, 5s. rent and 
18 quarters of barley belonging to Reigate Priory (S.R.S. vii, 
632). Reference is made elsewhere to the destruction caused 
by inroads of the sea, but it is clear that the chief revenue of 
the Priory was derived from its Sussex lands. 


(1) Italics used to show evvor. 
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In 1307 there was a vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Prior Scotney. By this time the patronage had passed from 
the de Warennes by failure of male heirs and was held by 
Richard Fitz-Alan, Earl of Arundel, by right of inheritance 
through his mother, Alice de Warenne. ‘The sub-prior and 
canons of Reigate invited the famous William of Wykeham 
(founder of Winchester and New College) to select a new 
Prior, and his choice fell on John Kente, Canon of Heringham 
(Hardham), Sussex. The formal licence of the Karl ot 
Arundel having been obtained the election was contirmed and 
duly entered in the Winchester Episcopal Registers. 

At the dissolution of the monasteries in 1536 the income 
which Reigate Priory received from iastbrook was returned 
as {8 13s. 4d. The possessions of the Priory were granted 
by Hen. VIII. to Lord William Howard, a son of the Duke 
of Norfolk wiio was elevated to the peerage as Lord Howard 
of Lihngham in 1553-4. 

His son Charles, the second Lord Howard of EKthngham, 
was the famous Lord High Admiral of the Fleet which opposed 
the Spanish Armada. He sold the so-called l'ishersgate estate, 
which included the manor of Southwick aud Eastbrook to 
Henry Smith in 1595 for £550. Henry Smith, better known 
as ‘ Dog’ Smith, was the tounder of the well-known Smith’s 
Charity, which still exists (see S.A.C. xxii, 30). The manorial 
customs and rights seem to have lapsed with this transference. 

There is considerable evidence in favour of identifying the 
Fishersgate property with the i:smerewic mentioned in 
Domesday as held by Wiliam de Warenne. TF ishersgate gives 
its name to two Hali-Hundreds, one in the Rape of Lewes 
and the other in the Rape of Bramber, the former being in 
the hands of William, whose descendant aiterwards founded 
the Priory of Reigate and endowed it with land in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Lsmerewic. 

Careful investigation might show if, how, and when the 
portion of the Half-Hundred, containing the lauds with which 
Reigate was endowed, was removed from Lewes Rape into 
that of Bramber. This is merely a suggestion to meet the 
difficulty of one Lord giving land which was in the Rape of 
another. 


(1 am indebied to Messrs. William Hooper and G. I. Salmon fos 
ihe chief information contatned tn these notes.—ED.| 
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AN INVENTORY OF THE VESTMENTS, PLATE, ETC., 
IN THE CHAPEL OF OFFINGTON IN ‘THE 
PARISH OF BROADWATER, SUSSEX. 

THE PROPERTY OF SIR THOMAS WEST, LORD LA WARR 
taken 18th October, 1553. 

Burrell MSS. 5702. 
Copied by the late Michell Whitley. 

The annexed inventory is extracted from that of Lord 
La Wart’s “ goods, catals, detts, jewells and all other 
moveables taken and prysed at the time of his death by 
James Gage, John Shelley, Richard Lyne and George 
Strongton, gentlemen,’ and gives a good idea of the furniture 
of a private chapel in a Nobleman’s house of the period. 

In addition to this inventory, mention is made in the will 
of Lord de La Warr, who died in 1524, of ‘‘ the alter clothes 
of white satten embroidered with the garter '’ with which the 
chapel at Offington was adorned. 

THE CHAPELL. 
Item The chapell hanged with grene & redd saye — {0.13. 4. 


» An owlde carpett lyinge upon the grownde 6d, & two 
olde Qushyons of verder in the quyer, 8d —-o. 0.14. 
,» <A payer of organs, -—-— —_——_—_——— 3. 0. 0. 
One booke called a grayle, —— ————— 0. 2. 8. 


,, Withoute the quyer doore one large quoshyn of blue 
satten of Bruges 16d, six quoshyns of tapestrye 8s, at 
the chapell doore a sowe of leade 12s, a short joyned 
forme 2d, a stoole 6d, a longe chest seats a deske, two 
playne formes 4d. —-—_-__- — —— 0.23. 6. 

,, An owlde alter clothe with the frontlett and the frenge 
with diaper with redd crosses, two curtens of playne 
clothe to the same 3s. 4d, an alter clothe paynted with 
dropps, with two curtens of playne clothe 3s. 4d, a 
vestment of white fustyan with the appurtenances 
6s. 8d, an alter clothe with the frontiett of crymson 
vellet & tawney vellet & brodred with whyte lyons of 
sylver & liberds hedds of gold with two curtens of 
crymson cersenet, {6.13.4, one otier alter clothe with 
the frenge of owlde clothe of tissue & blacke satten oi 
Bruges 2s, & one owlde /rontliett of blacke damaske 
brodred with starrs 2s, a cope of blue vellet embrodred 
with flowers of golde, with a border of golde & sylke 
embrodred 20s, a cope of blue satten brodred liberds 
hedds & flower de luces 20s & two corporices cases of 
sylke & needleworke 20s, a pece of an alter clothe of 
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crymson vellet embrodred with starres of golde with 
six other peces of needleworke 20s, three diaper aulter 
clothes 3s, two playne aulter clothes 2s, a vestment that 
came from London of blue damaske & two curtens of 
blacke saye & two aulter clothes 4s, a crucifix 20s, 
two candlestyckes 10s, a vestment of crymson satten, 
and all things belonging unto it 40s ; a vestment with 
all things to it of blacke vellet 15s ; six curtens of blue 
cersenet 20S; a canopie of redd saten with four 
braunches of pearle 20s; an olde alter clothe of whit 
& grene damaske with the garters 25s ; a corporis case 
6d ; two alter clothes of crymson vellet imbrodred with 
crampetts of roses 25s; one square quoshyn of sylke 
nedillworke 13s. 4d; a pece of white & grene damaske 
6s. 8d; four lynen clothes for two alters Ios; two 
superalters 5s; the pixe & the canopye Ios; & two 





cruetts of pewter 4d. — -- £23.15s. 6d. 

Item one chalice wayenge 14 ounces ——_——-———- £3. Ios. 4d. 
» a vestment of blue vellet & hatin thing t to it, one masse 
book & a portes -{1.10s. od. 

one cope clothe 12d ; one payer of sensers 3s. one holye 
water pott 12d ———_-——__—- —_—_—— {0.5s. od. 


Item a vestment of blue sylke & yellowe of nedyllworke with 
roses whit & redd & all things to it, one corporice case 
of nedillworke & one new longe cusshyn of sylke of 
nedillworke geven to the Queen’s Majestie & therefore 
not praysed. 





SUSSEX ENTRIES IN LONDON PARISH REGISTERS. 
By W. H. CHALLEN. 
(continued from p. 142) 

By courtesy of the Vicar I have extracted the following 
specific references to Sussex from the marriage registe1 
1773-1837 of St. George the Martyr, Bloomsbury, Middlesex. 

The marriage register to 1772 from its commencement in 
1707 has been published by the Parish Register Society. 

Si. GEORGE THE MARTYR, BLOOMSBURY: 1773-1837. 
1773—June 16. George Parker Farhill of Chichester, 
Sussex, Clerk, bach., & Mary Harrison of this parish, 
spin. (lic.). (Mary Harrison a witness). 
1775—Feb. 12. Thomas Cozens of Steyning, Sussex, 
bach. & Sally Steer of this parish, spin. (lic.). 
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1794—July 23. Benjamin Bonniface of Chiddingly, 
Sussex & Martha Cutt, a minor of this parish. (lic.). 
(Thomas Cutt, a witness). 

1795—Sep. 28. William Smith, widr. of this parish &, 
Mary Cobby of Brighthelmstone, Sussex, widow. (lic.). 

1797—Nov. 12. Richard Dally, bach. of St. Peter the 
less in Chichester, & Elizabeth (signs Eliza) Fether of 
this parish, spin.  (lic.). 

180z—Dec. 1. George Francis Heming of St. 
Bartholomew in Sussex, Clerk, bach., & Elizabeth 
Payne of this parish, spin. (lic.). (John Payne, 
Elizabeth Payne, witnesses). 

1806—Dec. 10. Lewis Tiessier of Bognor, Sussex, bach., 
& Harriott Price of this parish, spin.  (lic.). 

1826—July 22. Shettelworth Bryant of this parish, 
bach., & Mary Anne Sophia Toosey of St. Clement 
Hastings, Sussex, spin. (lic.). 

1837—Feb. 2. John Gould of this parish, bach., & Mary 
Street of Petworth, Sussex, spin. (lic.). (James 
Street, a witness). 

1837—-June 8. Jonathan Gain of Arundel, Sussex, bach., 
& Ann Combes of this parish, spin.  (lic.). 





SUSSEX ARCHASOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

I.—The Annual Meeting of the Society took place on 
Wednesday, March 2oth, at the Town Halli, Lewes, by kind 
permission of the Mayor, when there was a good attendance. 

The Right Rev. the Bishop of Lewes, one of the 
Vice-Presidents, took the chair. The meeting opened with a 
moment of silence in memory of Lord Buxton, whose death 
took place during his Presidency. 

The meeting then proceeded to elect as President for 1935 
the Right Hon. Lord Moyne, D.S.O., better known to many 
of us as Mr. Walter Guinness, who has lately come to live in 
Sussex. After passing the Balance Sheet and Report, the 
existing Secretaries and Editor were re-elected to their 
respective posts with many thanks for their past services. 

Seven of the retiring members of the Council were re-elected, 
with the addition of the Bishop of Lewes, Mr. Raper, Mr. 
A. D. Mackenzie and Dr. E. Cecil Curwen to make up the 
required number. 

The place of the summer meeting was discussed and the 
proposal that it should be in the neighbourhood of Arundel 
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was agreed to. The meeting closed with the usual votes of 
thanks and was immediately followed by the Annual Meeting 
of the Sussex Archeological Trust. 

After lunch the Barbican itself was thrown open to members 
and they were able to appreciate the satisfactory nature of 
the work of preservation carried out under the supervision of 
Mr. W. H. Godfrey. The repair has been completed at far 
less cost than was at first feared would be needed. At the 
same time money is still required to complete the necessary 
payment. 

A collection of carved stones from Lewes Priory is exhibited 
there, as well as one of monastic paving tiles with heraldic 
and other designs. 

A good view of Lewes is obtained from the roof of the 
Jarbican. Although it is not open to the general public, 
the key can be obtained by members and responsible persons 
on application to the Caretaker. 

The rest of the afternoon was occupied by lantern lectures 
at the Town Hall. The first was given by Dr. E. Cecil Curwen, 
F.S.A., on his recent excavations at a site on Plumpton Plain 
where sundry hitherto unknown links with Continental culture 
have proved of the greatest interest to students of pre-history. 
One of these, a large pot, is also a triumph of restoration, 
carried out by the British Museum. 

The second lecture was given by Mr. I. D. Margary, F.S.A., 
who recorded his successful efforts in tracing a suspected 
Roman Road running from Barcombe Mills through Street to 
Streatham in Henfield. Both lecturers are to be congratulated 
on the results of their painstaking labours, which have added 
substantial facts to the early history of Sussex. 


II.—The Local Meetings have been arranged as follows :— 
Saturday, 27th April—Lindfield Church, Old Place, ete. 
Wednesday, 22nd May—Thakeham Church and the Blue Idol. 
Wednesday, 19th June—Michelham Priory and Arlington 
Church. 

Wednesday, 21st August—Ashburnham Place, Church and 
Site of Ironworks. 

Saturday, 14th September — Westbourne Church and 
Lordington House. 

The dates must be regarded as provisional. 

Application for detailed programmes should be made to the 
Assistant Secretary, Barbican House, three weeks before the 
date and one week before for tickets. 

Some of the meetings have been arranged for Wednesdays 
in response to requests from members. 
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III.—The Penstock described and illustrated in the 
February issue of Sussex Notes and Queries has been kindly 
given to the Society by Sir Bernard Eckstein and is on view 
at Anne of Cleves’ House, Lewes. 

IV.—The Lindfield meeting, on April 27th, was a great 
success, there being a very large attendance of members and 
their friends. The Vicar, the Rev. Sidney Swann, received 
the party at the Church, of which he gave a general account. 
A pleasing note was that a small brass of Richard Chaloner, 
d. 1501 (see S.A.C. xix and xxiii) had been returned to the 
Church after many years of absence. 

Mr. W. H. Godfrey followed with some architectural notes, 
especially referring to the Massett chapel in the SE. chancel 
aisle and to the ‘ lost’ Chapel of Scotenbury, near Henfield 
Common, Scaynes Hill. 

Mr. MacGregor gave some information as to the repair of 
Barnsland by the Society for the Preservation of Ancient 
Buildings for Miss Savill, and the party then adjourned to 
view this most beautiful and interesting house, as well as the 
Bower, a 14th century house now occupied by the Vicar, 
and also the ‘ Tiger,’ formerly an Inn but now used for 
parochial purposes. 

The grounds of Old Place were thrown open to members 
and their friends. 

The Society desires to thank all those owners who so kindly 
allowed their property to be seen and appreciated by such 
large numbers. 





SUSSEX CHURCH PLANS. 
XXXI.—ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, NEWTIMBER. 

This little.church is of simple rectangular plan without 
structural division between the chancel and nave. It appears 
to have been rebuilt in the 13th century (one original north 
lancet remaining), but has been much modernised, and a new 
tower, vestry and north chapel have been added. ‘There are 
several memorial tablets in the church. 

XXXII.—-ST. BARTHOLOMEW, ALBOURNE. 

The only ancient part of this church is the 12th century 
chancel. Unfortunately the enriched chancel arch has been 
restored in new stone, a considerable part of the old arch being 
incorporated in the churchyard wall. The arch in the east 
wall suggests an original apse, but the arch was reconstructed 
in the 13th century and covered by a wall containing a lancet 
window. Atthesametimea piscina wasinserted in the east wall. 
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NOTES. 


THE CHANTRY OF THE CHAPEL OF PEVENSEY CASTLE. 
—For some unexplained reason, Bishop William Rede had a 
Clergy List of this Chantry made ; it was copied into Liber E., 
ff. 208—210. 

From BISHOP GILBERT’S REGISTER :— 

iii Non. (3) Dec. 1300. On the death, in Pevensey Castle, 
of Simon de Marsefeld, Sir John de Blakeman, priest, 
collated (at Amberley). 

ix Kal. Feb (24 Jan.) 1304(-5). On the resignation of Sir 
John de la Lye, William, called Burgeys, priest, collated. 

From BIsHop JOHN DE LANGETON’S REGISTER :— 

xii Kal. Ap. (21 Mar) 1308(-g). On resignation of John 
Burgeys, John de London collated. 

iv Kal. Ap. (29 Mar.) 1317. On resignation of John de 
London, John de Tichewelle, clerk, collated (at Ferryng). 

xiii Kal. Dec. (19 Nov) 1319. On resignation of John de 
Tichewell, Richard Crulle collated (at Aldyngbourne). 

iii Id. (11) Nov. 1330. On death of Sir Richard Crulle, Sir 
Geoffrey de Sydlesham, domestic chaplain to the Bishop, 
collated (at Cacham). . 

ii Id. (12) Nov. 1334. On resignation of Sir Geoffrey de 
Sydlesham, Sir Walter de Wynselowe, priest, collated 
(at Aldyngbourne). , 

From BisHOP ROBERT DE STRATFORD’S REGISTER :— 

ix Kal. Jun. (24 May). 1345. On resignation of Sir Walter 
de Wynselowe, John Sakeuille, clerk, collated (at Iden). 

iii Kal Mar (28 Feb) 1352(-3) (How void not stated) Sir 
Michael de Nourne collated (at Aldyngbourne). 

Later, in Bishop Robert Rede’s time, Sir John Lemyngton, 
chaplain, was collated on 4 Feb. 1399(-00), the full form of 
the collation being given (Lib E f. 210). How this Sir John 
Napper, otherwise Lemyngton, vacated the Chantry is on 
record in Robert Rede’s Register (S.R.S. viii, 13). 

Apart from the purely local interest, this list is valuable 
as showing that the Registers of St. Leophard, Langton and 
Stratford were actually in existence ; it is never safe to assume, 
from the non-existence of a register, that it once existed and 
was lost. Nor is it safe to assume that because a Register 
is described as ‘ lost ’ it has perished beyond hope of recovery. 
Dallaway’s list of Registers marks that of Bishop Gunning as 
‘lost ;’ it has since been found, as I can testify from first-hand 


experience. W. D. PECKHAM. 
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MESOLITHIC FINDS.—Tilgate Wood, which lies on the 
extreme eastern boundary of Balcombe parish and about a 
mile W.NW. from Ardingly Church, contains a Rock Shelter. 
It is about three-quarters of the way up the very steep bank 
cut by the Ardingly Brook which rises in Paddockhurst Park 
and joins the Ouse near Rivers Wood. It is in the line of 
sandstone outcrop and boulders running N. and S., through 
the wood. ‘The rock face is about 20 ft. high. The shelter 
faces due east and is about Io ft. across, but of no great depth. 

I began work there on 31st August, 1929, and have found 
to date (December, 1934) about 815 pieces of flint at depths 
varying between a few inches below the surface and 3 ft. 6 ins. 
Possibly about 77 of these flints are artifacts. Some cores, 
and many core-dressings, are included in the total. Flints 
are found as far as 30 ft. E. of the Rock. ‘The implements 
found are gravers and scrapers with one or two doubtful 
burins. There is a certain amount of charcoal, but no bones 
or pottery. One large round pebble might have been used 
as a hammer. 

All the digging and sieving has been done by myself, but 
the site and the finds have been inspected by Sir Arthur 
Smith Woodward, by Mr. Reginald Smith of the British 
Museum, and by Dr. E. Cecil Curwen. 

The flints have lately been classified by Professor Grahame 
Clark, who tells me that, with the exception of two, a scraper 
and a double-edged saw, the tools are all of the Mesolithic 
Age, and that this Tilgate Wood site is to be added to the 
various other sites of Tardenoisian Culture that he has 
discovered in Mid-Sussex. Professor Clark points out that in 
this part of Sussex the Lower Tunbridge Wells Sand is 
frequently exposed in such a way as to afford shelter to 
primitive man. ‘Thirteen microliths have been selected. | 
fear that others of these small tools have gone through the 
sieves and are in the dumps. The saw and scraper alluded 
to are thought to be of neolithic origin. The saw is much 
the best worked instrument of any that Ihave found. Tilgate 
Wood must not be confused with Tilgate Forest. The camp 
at Philpots described by Mr. Ian Hannah in S.A.C. lxxiii, 165, 
is about two miles E.NE. as the crow flies from this site. 
In the woods of the Stonehurst estate adjoining Philpots are 
several caves, doubtless used as rock shelters in primitive 
times. For the carvings contained in one of them see S.A.C. 
Ixvi, 178 and Ixvii, 224. Explorers beware ! 

Professor Grahame Clark has published a report of the 
Tilgate Wood finds in Vol. vii of the Prehistoric Society of 
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East Anglia. He makes a slight mistake in placing the wood 
in the parish of Ardingly, whereas it is just within the boundary 


of Balcombe. MICHAEL HOLLAND. 


BURIALS NEAR MILTON STREET, ARLINGTON.— The 
finding of a human skeleton in the bank on the west side of 
the Wilmington-Lullington road at the point where it is 
crossed by the trackway from the Downs to Longbridge and 
close to the Lullington-Arlington parish boundary was 
recently reported. With the kind permission of Lt.-Col. R. V. 
Gwynne, D.L., the owner of the land, further excavation was 
made on the site and two more skeletons were found lying 
side by side less than 2 ft. below the surface of the ground on 
the level of the undisturbed chalk. Nothing was found in 
close association with the bones, but in the soil above there 
was a miscellaneous collection of iron nails (30), pieces of the 
stems of clay pipes (26), scraps of glazed pottery of different 
types and black bottle glass (15), a portion of a horse bit or 
bridle, a prick spur and other iron objects and a few animal 
bones and pieces of stone foreign to the site. These objects 
could not have reached the site by accident, and everything 
points to their having been thrown in after the bodies had 
been covered with earth. It is noticeable that the pieces of 
pipe are all of a similar size, about I in. to 2 in. in length, 
and the pottery scraps are quite small. 

The objects being consistent with a 17th century date, it 
was a first thought that the burials might be of persons who 
died from the plague at that period, but the shallowness of 
the burial is against this and the miscellaneous collection of 
finds recalls Shakespeare's description in Hami/et, Act v, Scenet, 
line 246, etc., of the kind of pagan burial that Orphelia ought 
to have had as a suicide : 

te ees Her death was doubtful 

And, but that great command o’ersways the ordet 
She should in ground unsanctified have lodged 

Till the last trumpet : for charitable prayers 
Shards, flints and pebbles should be thrown on her. 

The site at the cross-roads is such as is traditionally 
associated with the burial of suicides, and one rather favours 
this explanation. 

It should be mentioned that the finds also included three 
pieces of early pottery, two pot boilers and a flint hammer 
stone, but these might be found almost anywhere near the 
Downs. In the opinion of Dr. Cecil Curwen, F.S.A., who 
visited the site at the Coroner’s request, the burials are in 
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the soil of a positive lynchet, formed by the cultivation 
stopping short at the line of the old road lying a few yards 


more to the west than the present road. WB 


LEWES PRIORY MISSAL.—The Sussex County Magazine 
for April contains an article of especial interest for Sussex 
Archeologists, namely the account, written by P. R. E. Tanner, 
of a Missal recently brought to light in Paris. 

The Abbé Leroquais has compiled an elaborate monograph 
(Le Breviare Missel du Priewré Clunisien de Lewes. Georges 
Andrieux, Paris, 1935), in which he traces the history of the 
missal as far as is at present known, and gives his reasons, 
formed from internal evidence, that it came from the Priory 
of St. Pancras, Lewes. 

The date of its production appears to run between the last 
quarter of the 13th to the first quarter of the 14th centuries. 
There are several later dates inserted showing some of its 
possessors since the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1536. 
The Missal has now been recovered by England and is in the 
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. 


OLD SHOREHAM.—To the Heraldry of Old Shoreham 
Church (S.A.C. Ixxii, 239) should be added :— 





Nave—Ledger—Brass. 
Quarterly—1 & 4. Argent three Roebucks in full course gules. 
ROE 
2 & 3. Lozengy erminois and azure on a chevron 
gules three stars or WRAXALIL 

impaling 

Quarterly—r & 4. Sable a stork argent. MATHEW 
2 & 3. Azure two stars or. VAN LEEMPUT! 


Crest—A Roebuck at gaze, between its horns a quatrefoil or. 
William Thomas Roe of Withdean in Patcham died 25th 
April, 1834. His wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Colonel 
George Mathew of the Coldstream Guards. William was 
elder brother of Sir Frederick Adair Roe. Both were sons 
of William Roe, and his wife Susan Margaret daughter of 
Sir William Thomas of Yapton Place. Their grandmother 
was Hester, daughter of William Wraxall of Bristol. 
For Elizabeth, see Vivian’s Visitation of Cornwall, p.312. 
ae ae 
LEAD DISCS.—The use of the 36 lead discs which were 
found at Ardingly and described in our last issue is still 
unaccounted for. Mr. E. W. Hulme kindly investigated the 
matter and it was thought that he had found the explanation 
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in their use as weights in an early form of the plunger pump 
invented by Sir Samuel Morland, Master of Mechanics to 
Charles II. and patented in 1675. 

This theory, however, does not fit in with all the conditions. 
The sizes of the discs are irregular and therefore seem unsuited 
to a rigid mechanical contrivance (see Hydraulic Machinery, 
T. Ewbank, p.242). 

The lead has been analysed by Dr. J. A. Simythe, of the 
Metallurgy Dept. of Armstrong College, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
and he reports that the metal is an alloy of lead and tin, 
containing 2.02 p.c. of tin and 97.85 p.c. of lead. The tin 
was probably added for hardening purposes. The metals 
carries some silver—I 0z. 15.5 dwts. per ton, so that probably 
the lead has been desilvered. 

In reply to my query as to Morland’s pump, Dr. Smythe 
says that he had already formed the opinion that they might 
have been used as washers on a pumping machine, his reason 
being that on cleaning he found a marked depression around 
the ring as though it had been strongly compressed by a pipe. 
This depression is visible in practically all the discs. Lead 
washers are still in use for making a tight joint, especially 
between two rough metals. 

It is this depression which knocks out the solution of 
Morland’s pump, in which the discs would have laid one on 
top of the other, merely as weights and without any 
compression. 

The matter has been submitted to the Science Museum, but 
the Director can make no suggestion as to the use of the discs. 
He remarks that the varying size and the compression to 
which they have been subjected make it unlikely that they 
were employed as weights for a Morland type of pump. He 
also comments on the curious fact that so many ‘ washers ’ 
should be found together. 

It is remarkable that none of the authorities nor any of the 
many individual archeologists consulted have ever seen 
anything like them. 

Perhaps there is some simple explanation awaiting us. In 
the meantime, modern archeologists are puzzled. But then, 
as Mr. Hulme truly remarks, quoting Samuel Butler's dictum 
about Botanists, “they were made to be puzzled.” yp oy 

FIELD NAMES.—Rainbow Field seems to take its name 
trom the method of ploughing called by that name. It is 
used when the boundary of the field is some section of an arc. 
Its object is to leave as few ‘ short lands’ as possible. It is 
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difficult to describe in words, but an illustration will be found 
in ‘Change on the Farm,’ by T. Hennell, p.64, from which 
this information is taken, a book full of interest for the 
countryman. It is there described as an elongated curve, 
sometimes double, suited to the line of boundary. 


HAWTH (pp.31 and 61).—Lt.-Col. John Curteis, speaking 
for Wartling in East Sussex, confirms the use of the word 
‘Hawth ’ for gorse and gives a good example of pure Sussex 
in ‘‘ that hawth tot,’’ descriptive of a gorse bush. He never 
heard the word ‘ furse ’ till after he left the county as a young 
man. 

He also confirms ‘ Huward’s Hawth ° as the pronunciation 
of Haywards Heath. 





QUERIES. 


G. ROWE AND G. WOOLL.—A member of the Sussex 
Archeological Society has given me a charming lithograph 
of Westham showing the two Tudor houses with the church 
tower behind. It is labelled ‘‘ Pevensey,’ and was “‘ drawn 
from nature & on stone by G. Rowe”’ and “ printed by P. 
Simonau.”’ It was published by G. Rowe & G. Wooll, 
printseller, High Street, Hastings. Can any reader of Sussex 
Notes and Queries give any information about the artist and 
publisher? (See Replies). H.I.G 


JOHN WESLEY AT ROTTINGDEAN.—John Wesley, in his 
Journal, states that on Monday, the oth October, 1758, he 
set out for Sussex (from Fareham), and in the evening reached 
Rottingdean, a village four miles from Brighthelmstone. 

The next day he rode over the Downs to Rye. 

This was John Wesley's first visit to Sussex. Evidently 
he stayed the night in Rottingdean and would probably seize 
the opportunity of preaching there. 

Can some reader of Sussex Notes and Queries throw any 
light on the question as to the house where Wesley stayed, 
and whether or not he conducted a service there ? 

Brede. EDMUND AUSTEN. 

PARSON LEVETT AND RALPH HOGGE.—On p.135 of 
S.N.Q. Mr. Straker states that ‘‘ Parson Levett, then Rector 
of Buxted, cast the first iron cannon in England in 1543.” 
This is not accurate, for it was Ralph Hogge who cast 
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the cannon. He built Hogge House, Buxted, in 1581 and 
died in 1585. ‘Three years afterwards the house was sold 
by his son Thomas and the deed of conveyance bears this 
endorsement : “‘ In this house lived ralp Hog who at the then 
furnace at Buxted cast the first cannon that was cast in 
England.” I think this evidence should be conclusive. (See 


Replies). K. H. MacDERMOTT. 


BURWASH RECTORS AND VICARS.—Is it not unusual for 
a Rector tobe, atthesame time, Vicar of the same parishas well ? 

Since 1737 every Rector of Burwash has also been Vicar 
of the parish. Before that date the Rectory and Vicarage 
were, with few exceptions, held by different men, though both 
were in Holy Orders. 

The position is partly explained by the Rectory being a 
sinecure, hence the necessity of a Vicar, but why should it 
have been the custom, as far back as 1245 and apparently 
earlier, to present aclerkin Holy Orders tothe sinecure Rectory ? 

Is it not also unusual that before 1824 the Rector was not 
the patron of the Vicarage? With very few exceptions, 
mostly at the end of the 15th century, the records of 
Presentations to the Rectory and the Vicarage show that 
both were in the gift of the same patron. 

There is one instance recorded in the Dunkin MSS. of an 
exchange of livings between a Rector and a Vicar which 
illustrates the eligibility of the Rector, though not as Rector, 
for the cure of souls : 

In 1503 Reginald Ryle the Rector exchanged with John 
Hoggeson the Vicar. H. BURGESS. 





CAPITAL IN BRAMBER CHURCH.—Can any reader 
interpret the carving on this capital ? W.HG. 





REPLIES. 


G. ROWE AND G. WOOLL.—Nothing appears to be known 
of G. Rowe, except that his name is to be found on various 
lithographs of the period 1820-1836. Although some prints 
bear the inscription ‘‘ Published by G. Rowe and G. Wooll,” 
it is almost certain that he was not a native of Hastings. 

George Wooll issued a very interesting trade card, with an 
admirable view of the old town from the north, lithographed 
by Tytler and printed by Simonau, London. He describes 
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himself, among other things, as a carver, gilder, bookseller, 
stationer and publisher. His address was first 5 High Street 
and then 47 High Street, the shop now occupied by W. Reeves, 
the antique dealer. In 1826 he published a guide book called 
Wooll’s Strangers Guide to Hastings and St. Leonards, 
with eight views by G. Rowe. A second edition of this 
appeared about 1834. Wooll’s guides were largely used by 
Osborne in his guide of 1852. Wooll emigrated to America 
about 1835, according to Brett, the local historian, from whose 
notes the above information has been extracted by a kind 
helper. 


PARSON LEVETT AND RALPH HOGGE.—There is no 
doubt that Parson Levett was the owner of the furnace, and 
that Hogge was in his employ in 1543, and probably did the 
actual casting, but the guiding brain was Levett’s. Levett 
wasinthe service of Henry VIII., casting brass guns, andin 1544 
employed no less than seven Frenchmen. AnotherFrenchman, 
Peter Baude, who had a foundry in Houndsditch, was sent to 
Buxted, and he, with Hogge, succeeding in casting iron guns. 

Oldlands belonged to Levett, he left it by his will of 1554 to 
Francis Chaloner, with remainder to Nicholas Pope. ‘To Ralph 
Hogge, ‘‘ my servant,” he left {4 and 6 tons of sows. 

In Hogge’s complaint to Queen Elizabeth (c. 1573) he says 
“ther was none that cast any gonnes or shott of yron but 
only p’son Lovet who was my M® and my p’decessor.”’ 


ERNEST STRAKER. 





The following Notes were received too late for classification 


ROBERTSBRIDGE ABBEY.—Since going to press the news 
has reached us that excavations have been begun here, under 
the charge of Mr. L. F. Salzman and Mr. J. E. Ray. The 
Abbey is a Cisterian house founded in 1176. So far the 
excavations have revealed the entrances to the chapter house 
and other portions of the Abbey, and a number of paving 
tiles and some carved stones have been found. 

__ It is proposed to continue the work and to recover the plan, 
if possible, of the Abbey Church which is believed to be 
situated in nearby meadow-land now used for grazing. 


OLDLAND MILL.—Over {50 has been received as the 
result of the recent appeal. More is wanted before we can 
make a start in the very desirable work of preservation. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

A New History of Rye. By L. A. Vidler. With 50 
illustrations. Combridge, Hove. Price 12s. 6d., post extra. 

The Story of Scotland in Stone. By Ian C. Hannah, 
F.S.A. Oliver & Boyd. 12s. 6d. 

A Sauntererin Sussex. By Rev. A. A. Evans. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. 

Sussex Village Plays. By Amy Sawyer. Combridge, Hove. 

Medieval Latin Word List, from British and Irish Sources. 
Prepared by J. H. Baxter and Charles Johnson. 1os. 6d. 

The Church of St. Peter, East Blatchingion. By Walter H. 
Godfrey, F.S.A. Church Guides Series, Barbican House. 4d. 

An Introduction to the Use of the Public Records. By 
V. H. Galbraith. Clarendon Press. §s. net. 

Some Sussex Fonts. By M. F. Drummond Roberts. 
Southern Publishing Co. 5s. 6d. 

Chartulary of Lewes Priory. Pt. 2. Edited by L. F. 
Salzman. Sussex Record Society, Barbican House. 21s. 

John Nash—A rchitect to George IV. By John Summerson. 
Allen & Unwin. 10s. 6d. 

The Parish Churches of England. J. Charles Cox, LL.D., 
F.S.A., and Charles Bradley Ford. Foreword by Dr. Inge. 
Illustrated. B. T. Batsford. 7s. 6d. 

The Beauty of Britain. The Pilgrim’s Library, No. 1. 
Illustrated. B. T. Batsford. 5s. 

The Antiquaries Journal. April, 1935. Oxford University 
Press. 5s. Contains ‘An Afneolithic Occupation Site at 
Playden, Sussex,’ by Messrs. Cheney, Piggott and Curwen, and 
‘Roman Roads near Durobrivae’ (Castor, Northants), by I. D. 
Margary. 

Lathe Court Rolls and Views of Frankpledge in the Rape 
of Hastings. Edited by E. J. Courthope and B. E. R. Formay. 
Sussex Record Society, Barbican House. 21s. 

The Neptune and Minerva Stone, Chichester. By S. E. 
Winbolt. 4d. 





CORRECTIONS. 


S.N.Q. iv, 239, line 7. For 1904 read 1094. 

The Sussex County Magazine, April, 1935, p.259, in 
quoting from the article on Old Rottingdean which appeared 
in our November number, falls into the error of attributing 
it to ‘ Florence White.’ The writer was Miss Florence M. 
King, a direct descendant of Dr. Hooker of Rottingdean. 





